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To Whom it May Concern,

It is with great pleasure that I accept the nomination to serve as the Texas Speech Communication Association
Vice-President Elect. TSCA has given me incredible support in and out of the classroom, and I would be
honored to serve the organization in return.

I started teaching in 2017 with a love for communication, and a desire to share that love with the future sitting
in my desks. However, as someone coming into education alternatively certified I was lost in how to get that
message across. I was the only Professional Communications teacher at Tascosa, so I didn’t have a PLT or a
PLC -- I was a singleton attempting to make it day to day. I was a deer in headlights, and it really made me
question if teaching was meant for me. It wasn’t until I entered my second year teaching that I attended my first
TSCA Convention. When attending the New Member Breakfast and getting to speak with veteran teachers
who offered mentorship with their comforting words, I felt a renowned sense of self confidence in my teaching
abilities. The New Member Breakfast at my first convention changed my outlook on teaching because they
taught me that teaching might feel like a solo job in front of the students, but the real magic happens when the
speech community comes together.

That first ever “together” feeling that I felt at my first Convention is guiding me in accepting this nomination. In
many districts across the state, communication teachers are the only speech teachers at their school, and
possibly in their district. Convention is the only time that communication teachers across the state can come
together and learn from one another. My vision for TSCA is to ensure that every single person that attends the
Convention, whether they are a new member, or a 50 year veteran, feels like it was a worthwhile investment.

I wish to work on providing panels that highlight the skills that our interest groups and various organizations
can bring to the table. I want to motivate our panels to highlight the knowledge that veteran teachers hold,
paired with the new members' fresh take on the upcoming generation. It is through working together, that I feel
TSCA can really contribute to the education practices of Texas speech teachers.

Teachers can’t pour from an empty cup. It is my hope that through TSCA that teachers cups are filled so that
they can effectively pour into their students. With this vision in mind, I am proud to accept the Vice-President
Elect position in hopes that I can give back to the organization at least a fraction of what it has given me.

Heather Soltero
Tascosa High School
Speech and Debate
Heather.Soltero@amaisd.org
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